T. CLAY WOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Advisory Council and PTO Collaborative Meeting (Habit 6 Synergize)
Location: Via ZOOM at 6:30 P.M.
To be approved on Thursday, November 6, 2025
	AGENDA ITEM  

	Welcome: Andrew Buchheit-
Introduced Chair Jon Podkowka and PTO President Julia White

	Review/Approval of September 2025 Meeting Minutes:
· Motion to approve minutes; approved by Andrea Hanover and Kate Case

	Student Lighthouse Time: Chapman Cortash (AC) and Rowan Fisher (PTO)
· Updates provided for the month of October:
· Completed the Go Gold toy collection for Children's Hospital
· Beginning “Operation Turkey”, will run October 20th through November 6th collecting nonperishable food items for food pantry 
· Provided updates for Spirit Week 

	Guest Presenter: None

	 Citizen/Representative’s Time: Any concerns or positives to share:
· AC Members shared some community concerns:
· Inquiry regarding use of Google Meets (for Marsteller Middle School virtual meetings) and Zoom for virtual meetings at T. Clay Wood--expressed concerns of unauthorized people joining and disrupting meetings.
· Dr. B will return to sending Zoom links directly to interested T. Clay families and will no longer post link/meeting ID/password publicly. 
· Bus App, EZ A2B, is not working properly for all families. 
· Dr. B requested names and issues, so he can share feedback with PWCS transportation.  Admin sent an email to Transportation indicating general concerns with notifications and location. 
· Families expressed concerns about the pickup line forming too early and blocking access for emergency vehicles.
· Dr. B will monitor any cars forming line before 3:25 pm; admin ensures families stay in their cars in the event they need to move for emergency situations.   Dr. B posted added reminder to Timberwolf Times. Security Assistant will monitor. 
· Families inquiring about a different photography vendor for school pictures.
· Dr. B suggested that companies send him information. Also interested families to send him positives of the company with contact information. Important note to do this early since contracts usually  are signed early in the school year to secure slot for following school year. 
· Family inquiry on where to find AC and PTO Collaborative Meeting Agendas and Meeting Minutes.
· Agendas and Meeting Minutes are available on two different webpages:
· Information updated to reflect through November.  Link to the school website location below will be in Timberwolf Times. 
· AC and PTO Meeting Minutes: https://tclaywoodes.pwcs.edu/be_involved/advisory_council
· PTO Meeting Minutes: https://www.tclaywoodpto.com/pto-meeting-minutes.html


	PTO Monthly Update: Julia White provided updates- Introduction of Mrs. Danielle Miller and Mrs. Caitrin Tarnovsky as the new Teacher Directors

· Teacher Updates:
· Mrs. Podkowka provided updates for KG and 1st grade
· Mrs. Hanover provided updates for 2nd and 3rd grade
· No updates for 4th and 5th grade


· SEP Updates:
· Emails were sent to families on October 16th
· Boosterthon Updates:
· “Clay Day” occurred on October 10th. Clay visited the classrooms and bus circle for T. Clay receiving donations from all 50 states 
· Dr. B gets the opportunity to name the pig he will “kiss” on December 19th at the Holiday Assembly 
· Gathered some ideas for pig naming. Lisa Pinn McFaddin will provide pig facts for Dr. B 
· Playground Upgrade Updates:
· Working installation schedule for KG shade; goal is March 2026
· Working with PWC on additional upgrade projects 
· Patriot High School Football Spirit Night is on October 17th
· Costume Bingo is on October 26th
· Need T. Clay staff callers for numbers 
· PTO Membership
· Currently at 155 PTO members; 56 are T. Clay staff members 
· Approx $5,800.00 raised for T. Clay through PTO Membership enrollments
· Jen Farag is working on this school year’s assemblies 


	Superintendent’s Advisory Council Report: Mrs. Farag & Mrs. Armstrong
· Jen Farag provided updates- a link to a survey regarding PWCS first and last day of school, as well as options for winter break was emailed to all families. Survey closes October 17th. 


	Principal’s Time
· Principal Report: The projected budget is not in, yet. Now looking at November for finalized budget. 
· Dr. B shared Professional Development Activities and dates of events. School PD linked to school Continuous Improvement Plan
· Assistant Principal/Admin Intern – Review SOL scores (in training packet and satisfaction survey information – lowest scores – how can we improve?)
· Mrs. Yuditsky reviewed after actions resulting from the Satisfaction Survey Feedback. Encouraged any additional feedback to continuously improve. 
· Mr. Johnson shared information about the  T. Clay Wood’s Virginia School Quality Profile, T. Clay’s Strategic Priorities (commitments and actions), and Family and Community Engagement. VDOE link: https://schoolquality.virginia.gov/ https://schoolquality.virginia.gov/
· Upcoming Event Dates:
· Friday, October 17 – Patriot Football Game T. Clay Wood Spirit Night 
· Friday, October 24 – Costume Bingo 
· Friday, October 31 – Costume Dress up day
· Monday, November 3 – Teacher Professional Development Day (no school for students)
· Tuesday, November 4 – Teacher Workday (no school for students)
· Thursday, November 6- Mrs. Miranda - LA supervisor to AC/PTO

	Adjournment: Motion to adjourn; motion approved by Mr. Johnson & Rina Stapp 


2025-2026 Meeting Dates - 6:30 p.m.
September 4, 2025 – In Person
October 16, 2025 – ZOOM
Nov. 6, 2025 – ZOOM
January 15, 2026 -In Person
February 5, 2026 – ZOOM
March 5, 2026 – ZOOM
April 16, 2026 – ZOOM
May 7, 2026 – In Person


 

Virtual Attendees:
1. Dr. Andrew Buchheit 
2. Su Welsh
3. Stephanie Berg Duffey
4. Rina Stapp
5. Matt Fisher 
6. Kate Case 
7. Lisa Pinn McFaddin
8. Ernest Whitaker II
9. Beth Feliciano-Rivera
10. Amelia Hunter
11. Samari Colon
12. Rebecca (?)
13. Paul Johnson
14. Melissa Yuditsky
15. Melissa Viola
16. Mrs. and Mr. Podkowka
17. Julia White
18. Crytal MacCallum
19. Danielle Miller
20. Andrea Hanover 
21. Ada Armstrong
22. Jen Farag
23. Jina Kang
