T. CLAY WOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Advisory Council and PTO Collaborative Meeting (Habit 6 Synergize)
November 6, 2025 at 6:30 P.M.  Location: on ZOOM  

	AGENDA ITEMS

	Welcome  - Chair Jon Podkowka and PTO President _Julia White. 

	Review/Approval of  October 2025 Minutes
Kate Case and Andrea Hanover approved the meeting minutes


	Student Lighthouse Time:   Chapman Cortash 
Operation Turkey 
Veteran’s Day Ceremony is on Monday
Toys for Tots – 11/17-12/5/25
Winter Spirit Week (last week in December) (Movie Character Monday, Tis the Season Tuesday, Wonderland Wednesday, Hat Day Thursday, PJ Day for Friday

	Guest Presenter:  Supervisor of Elementary Language Arts, Mrs. Miranda
Review of Virginia Literacy Act and Science of Reading
*Decoding + Meaning
*Text Complexity – High Quality Instructional Materials (HMH, Newsela, Lexia, UFLI)
*Knowledge Building
*Text Evidence
*VALLSS – screening tool used by school in VA to assess the language and literacy skills of students in K-8
*Students performance scores (High Risk/Moderate Risk/Low Risk)
What can Families Do: Talk Talk Talk, Pay attention to Print, Make Room for Reading
*PWCS English Language Arts and Literacy website is an excellent resource for parents
https://www.pwcs.edu/academics___programs/language_arts/index
Marisa Miranda – mirandmj@pwcs.edu

	 Citizen/Representative’s Time: Rina Stapp shared that she saw the updated Advisory information on the website and pick up times in the TT

	PTO Monthly Update – Lauren Bell
· PTO Board
· Grade Level updates (Kg/1st, 2nd/3rd, 4th/5th, Encore/Resource, Sped/ESOL)
Strosser – 4th (Fractions, Virginia Colonies, Weather – Hosted a Halloween spooktacular, fourth grade fieldtrip rescheduled due to government shutdown) 5th (Fractions/Decimals, Southeast region, Energy and Earth Process, Sensory Details in Writing, r-controlled vowels and compound words)
Hanover – 2nd (in person turn out for parent conferences was a success, Computation (addition/subtraction), Meet in the Middle, Persuasive Writing, Tribes w/resources, in process of rescheduling frying pan par)
3rd – (creative writing, geographic features, animal interactions, fieldtrip will be rescheduled due to government fieldtrip)
K – successful fieldtrip to maple tree farm, pumpkin day, number sense/data analysis, holidays, phonics practice pages sent home weekly)
1 – fieldtrip on 12/2, characteristics of animals, addition/subtraction
· Shout out to Wolfpack for all their support
· Halloween Bingo – over $2000 
· SEP – third week running (14 class options)
· Apple Bar for Staff last week – huge success
· Pig “Sir Oinks A Lot” will be the name of the Pig Dr.B will kiss
· Red Robin Spirit Night – 12/4
· Sky zone 12/22
· Panera 12/5
· Upcoming Yogurt Bar for Staff
· 12/16 – Cookie Bar for Staff
· All teacher favorites updated on the PTO website
· 12/9-12/11 5-8 pm each night – Penguin Patch
· $255 given to book fair to those in need


	Superintendent’s Advisory Council Report: Mrs. Farag & Mrs. Armstrong – no NEW Meeting – 1st meeting is 11/13

	Principal’s Time
· Principal Report: Projected budget 
· Current Enrollment 702 students
· No changes to classes or positions at this time
Upcoming Dates – Dr. Buchheit
· November 10, 2025 – Veterans’ Day – 
· November 11 – No School – Veterans’ Day
· Nov. 13 - 2nd grade Concert
· Nov. 20 - Strings Concert
· Nov. 21 - Parent Tea – How to help your students prepare for success at school/home. 
· Dec. 4 - Online/Internet Safety Night - zoom
· Dec. 5 - Parent Tea - Internet Safety
· Dec. 8 - 3rd grade Concert
· Dec. 9 -11 - PTO Penguin Patch Gift Store
· Dec. 16 - Chorus Winter Concert
· Dec. 19 – School Sing- A-Long – and Pig assembly
· Dec. 22 – Jan. 2- Winter Break
· Jan. 5 – School resumes
· Jan. 15 – Advisory Council 

	NEXT MONTH:  For January meeting – January is IN PERSON
· Assistant Principal/Admin Intern  Report   - Formative testing
· School Board Representative – Erika Tredinnick – Chair to reach out
· ADMINISTER MOY RUBRIC – for Advisory council – AP/AI

	Adjournment at 7:33 p.m. by Rina Stapp and Andrea Hanover


2025-2026 Meeting Dates - 6:30 p.m.
January 15, 2026 -In Person
February 5, 2026 – ZOOM
March 5, 2026 – ZOOM
April 16, 2026 – ZOOM
May 7, 2026 – In Person
September 4, 2025 – In Person
October 16, 2025 – ZOOM
Nov. 6, 2025 – ZOOM
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Andrew Buchheit
Melissa Yuditsky
Paul Johnson
Marisa Maranda
Melissa Podkowka
Jon Podkowka
Beth Feliciano-Rivera
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Lisa McFaddin
Caitrin Tarnovsky
Kelsey Fisher
Jeffery Stevenson
Danielle Miller
Rina Stapp
Lauren Bell
Andrea Hanover
Melissa Viola
Chapman Cortash
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Mereditch Rice
Jina Kang
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