T. CLAY WOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Advisory Council and PTO Collaborative Meeting (Habit 6 Synergize)
May 7, 2026, at 6:30 P.M.  Location: In Person, Art Room  

	AGENDA ITEMS

	Welcome: AC Chair, Jon Podkowka and PTO President, Julia White

	Review/Approval of April 2026 Minutes- Motion to Approve: Julia White and Meredith Rice approved
Introducing new AC members for the 2026-2027 school year

	Student Lighthouse Time:   Chapman Cortash (AC) and Rowan Fisher (PTO)
-Chapman Cortash thanked all the teachers for their support this school year, congratulated Dr. Buchheit on earning Virginia’s 2026 National Distinguished Principal Award, and congratulated Mrs. Yuditsky on her new position as Principal at Bristow Run Elementary
-Seeking student applicants for next year, will be posted week of May 11th for 4th and 5th grade 

	Guest Presenter: None this meeting

	Citizen/Representative’s Time (Any concerns or positives to share): 
-Attendees shared positive feedback regarding the Wolf Pack Family Fest event

	PTO Monthly Update
· Recent PTO Events completed: 
-4/22 Admin Day lunch
-4/23 sold concessions at STEM Night  
-5/1 Wolf Pack Family Fest held, and the kindergarten playground sunshade was installed 
-5/2 upper grade playground upgrades installed
-Teacher Appreciation Week occurring week of May 4th 
-Thank you to the Wolf Pack Family Fest volunteers and vendors, experience survey coming, planning for next year’s event, and seeking volunteers for next year

· Grade Level updates (Kg/1st, 2nd/3rd, 4th/5th, Encore/Resource, Sped/ESOL):
-Ms. Schuman: (4th and 5th grade) reviewing for SOLs and completing SOLs
-Ms. Podkowka: (Kg/1st): Preparing for VALLS state testing, Kg field trip was cancelled and rescheduled for May 26th. Provided updates on current subject studies and planning end of year events


	Superintendent’s Advisory Council Report: Mrs. Farag & Mrs. Armstrong-
Mrs. Farag provided an update from latest meeting

	Advisory Chair: Mr. Podkowka – Advisory Council/School Review
-Ensure everyone saw updated bylaws and new roster 
-Calendar for next year: guest speakers were a challenge this year and hoping for better representation for next year. Reviewed monthly plans for next year

	Principal’s Time
· Final Review of Budget/Enrollment – Principal 
· Adding two half time Pre-k classes for 2’s and 3’s, AM program 6v6 model, PM program special education 
· Job Postings: 
1)   Two assistant positions posted (one KG and one Pre-K)
2) One 3rd grade position will be posted 
3) Assistant Principal position posted on May 6th, and interviews will begin next week  
· Universal preschool- full-day preschool program for 4’s
· Confirm Calendar (Planning/Capital Improvements and Preschool)
 
Dates – Dr. Buchheit
· May 22: Mrs. Yuditsky farewell celebration
· SOL Testing 
· June 3: Strings Concert
· June 8: Read Out Picnic with Kona Ice 
· June 9: Hooray for K
· June 11: 5th grade Promotion
· June 12: Last Day of school will be half day 

  Leadership Opportunities: 
· A lot depends on sponsors and support for many 4th and 5th grade
· Each class: Students who are buddies with new students
· Each class: Student Greeters
· Each class: Class Jobs
· Library helpers: 4th graders
· Patrols: 5th grade
· Service Leadership: usually 5th grade
· Lighthouse Leaders: 4th and 5th 
· Justice League: 4th and 5th 
· Morning Broadcast/PM Announcers: 5th grade         
· Robotics: 4th and 5th: right now, we do not have a coordinator for it. Often Robotics does a 3rd grade program
· Math 24:  4th and 5th, sometimes 3rd. Amy Hildreth will be coordinating it
· Garden Committee/Sustainability: Mrs. Baker is coordinating, and has not identified groups yet
· Basketball (SEP)
· Science Olympiad: no coordinator
· Watch Dog Liaison: 5th grade 
· Battle of Books: Mrs. Rice and Mrs. Smith have coordinated- 4th and 5th
· Strings Program: 5th grade
· Chorus: 4th and 5th
· PTO SEP

Assistant Principal/Admin Intern Time:
· Administer EOY Rubric – Admin Intern 
· Pass out certificates and recertification – All Admin

Advisory Council Officers:   
· President:  Jon Podkowka
· VP: Melissa Podkowka
· Secretary: Crystal MacCallum
· Tartan Hills Rep: Robin Murphy
· Tartan Hills Alternate: Stephanie Duffey
· New Bristow Village Rep: Allison Deckert
· Kettle Run/Schaffer Lane Alternate: Danielle Miller 
· Superintendent's Advisory Council: Supria Calvert -Reisner
· Superintendent’s Advisory Council Alternate: Jackalyn Peterson- 
· Principal Appointment/At Large Member Alternate: Eva Fernandez and Mr. Gonzalez. 
· Sped/EL: Dwight Parker
· 2nd/3rd: Dana Fonner
· 4th/5th: Katie Cortash
· Encore/Resource: Laura Fawley

2026-2027 PTO Nominees
· President: Kate Case					
· Vice-President: Julia White				
· Secretary: Lauren Bell				
· Communications & Engagement Director : Jen Farag-Nasser
· Treasurer: Bethzaely Feliciano-Rivera		
· Assistant Treasurer: Kelsey Fisher					
· Director (2 positions) 1. Amelia Hunter 2. Diane Waters		
· Teacher rep will be the Advisory/PTO staff members

	Next Meeting: Next Meeting September 17, 2026, in person. 


	Adjournment: Motion to Adjourn- Julia White and Meredith Rice approved



2025-2026 Meeting Dates - 6:30 p.m.
May 7, 2026 – In Person
September 4, 2025 – In Person
October 16, 2025 – ZOOM
Nov. 6, 2025 – ZOOM
January 15, 2026 -In Person 
February 5, 2026 – ZOOM
March 5, 2026 – ZOOM 
April 16, 2026 – ZOOM

Attendees:
1) Dr. Buchheit 
2) Mrs. Yuditsky
3) Mr. Johnson 
4) Julia White
5) Ameila Hunter
6) Crystal MacCallum 
7) Marie Schumann
8) Rebecca Ciavolella
9) Allison Deckert
10) Eva Fernandez
11) Lisa McFaddin
12) Jon Podkowka
13) Melissa Podkowka
14) Robin Murphy
15) Kathleen Waterfall
16) Danielle Miller
17) Jackalyn Peterson
18) Meredith Rice
19) Jina Kang
20) Supria Calvert-Reisner
21) Isabella Yearwood
22) Katie Cortash
23) Su Welsh
24) Dana Fonner
25) Stephanie Berg Duffey
26) Jen Farag-Nasser
