T. CLAY WOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Advisory Council and PTO Collaborative Meeting (Habit 6 Synergize)
March 5, 2026, at 6:30 P.M.  Location: On ZOOM 

	AGENDA ITEMS

	Welcome – Chair, Jon Podkowka and PTO President, Julia White

	Review/Approval of February 2026 Minutes: 
· Motion to Approve: Ms. Hanover and Ms. White approved

	Student Lighthouse Time:   Chapman Cortash (AC) and Rowan Fisher (PTO): Rowan shared updates:
· Created leadership posters
· Spirit Week March 23-27 


	Guest Presenter:  School Board Representative – Delegate Guzman: 
1) Delegate Guzman provided information regarding her background and relation to PWC 
2) Provided update on her current budget and legislative agenda:
a) Passed Senate:  Public elementary & secondary schools; use of 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline to address bullying: https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB957 

b) In Senate: Provided information the High School Certified Nurse Aid Training/Certification Program: https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB413 

c) Passed by indefinitely in S-Education and Health committee: Sought additional funding for special education. Reviewing the eligibility process for IEP programs. Special education and related services; superintendent to annual collect, etc., certain data: https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB497

d) Continued to 2027 in S-Education and Health committee: Provided information on School boards; mental health awareness training for full-time school bus drivers: https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB495 
 
e) Passed Senate: Local government; appointment of youth representative.
Allows a local governing body to appoint a youth representative to serve as a nonvoting member of the governing body: https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB1404

f) Passed Senate: Helped to pass bill Highschool students’ completion of certain applications for student financial aid required; opt-out; exemption: https://lis.virginia.gov/static/bill-details/20261/HB1095 


	 Citizen/Representative’s Time: Any concerns or positives to share
· No comments 


	PTO Monthly Update:
· Grade Level updates (Kg/1st, 2nd/3rd, 4th/5th)
- Ms. Podkowka provided updates for kindergarten and 1st grade
- Ms. Hanover provided updates for grades 2nd and 3rd 
- Ms. Schumann provided updates for grades 4th and 5th 
· PTO
- Jen Farag Nasser provided update on Wolf Pack Family Night. Sponsor letter coming home with students soon. Planning meeting with Dr. B to discuss details/logistics for event (week of March 16th).
- Spring SEP session and basketball began week of March 2nd. One class was canceled    due to low enrollment (refunds issues/other classes offered)
- Friendship Bingo and Chick-Fil-A Teacher Breakfast occurred on February 13th
- Completed Jump Rope Assembly
- Three upcoming PTO assemblies 
- Playground project is moving ahead; April 16th equipment will be delivered and    blacktop will be repainted. In the next month, a logistics meeting will be scheduled with PTO board members, Kompan (vendor), and Dr. B. 
- Teacher Appreciation Week upcoming in May
- PTO will attend STEM Night to sell leftover bingo concessions 

	Superintendent’s Advisory Council Report: Mrs. Farag & Mrs. Armstrong
· Jen Farag provided update


	Principal’s Time: 
· Leader in Me program update provided – will continue informally
· Budget update provided: 3 nighttime custodians, 1 Admin intern, Additional .5 reading. Reduction of .5 gifted and .5 ESOL

Upcoming Dates: 
· March 10 – Book fair Family Night / Regional Spelling Bee / Mario Day
· March 14 – Pi Day
· March 19 – Celebrating World Down Syndrome Day – Socks (Actual date March 21)
· March19 – PTO Author Assembly, Michael Thompson
· March 19 – Wolf Trap performance for Kg-1st and PK; 5:30 pm
· March 23 – Student Lighthouse Spirt Week and Future Ready Week
· March 24 – Battle of Books – Semi Finals 
· March 26 – 1st grade concert
· March 26 – Career Day Expo
· March 30 -Spring Break Begins 
· April 6 – Teacher Workday
· April 8 – Battle of the Books 
· April 16– AC and PTO Meeting on ZOOM 

Advisory Council Officer Elections:   
· President:  Mr. Podkowka
· VP: Mrs. Podkowka, Ms. Colon
· Secretary – Crystal MacCallum?
· Solicit New members begin talking about – email will go out soliciting for:
· Reps:   New Bristow Village/ Superintendent's Advisory Council Representative
· Alternate – Kettle Run/Schaffer Lane. Tartan Hills, Superintendent's Advisory Council Representative
· Staff – ESOL/SPED, 3rd grade, 4th grade, Encore/Resource

2026-2027 PTO Nominees
· President: Kate Case					
· Vice-President: Julia White				
· Secretary: Lauren Bell				
· Communications & Engagement Director : Jen Farag-Nasser
· Treasurer: Bethzaely Feliciano-Rivera		
· Assistant Treasurer: Kelsey Fisher					
· Director (2 positions): Amelia Hunter and Diane Waters	
· Teacher representatives will be the AC/PTO staff members 	

	NEXT MONTH:  For April meeting – ZOOM
· Invite PWC Board of County Supervisors – Tom Gordy
· By Law Review – by Chair
· Suggestions for New Calendar 
· Election for Open positions 
· Reps: New Bristow Village, Superintendent’s Advisory Council 
· Alternates: Kettle Run/Schaffer Lane. Tartan Hills, Alternate Superintendent’s Advisory Council
· Staff: ESOL/SPED, 3rd grade, 4th grade, Encore/Resource

	Adjournment


2025-2026 Meeting Dates - 6:30 p.m.
April 16, 2026 – ZOOM
May 7, 2026 – In Person
September 4, 2025 – In Person
October 16, 2025 – ZOOM
Nov. 6, 2025 – ZOOM
January 15, 2026 -In Person 
February 5, 2026 – ZOOM
March 5, 2026 – ZOOM
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